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La Porte County Commissioners’ Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, June 18, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. County Complex Room 3

President Connie Gramarossa called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Auditor Mike Rosenbaum called the roll: Commission President Connie Gramarossa - Present; Commission Vice President
Steve Holifield - Present and Commission Member Joe Haney - Present. Quorum present therefore meeting commenced.

Considered the agenda. Commissioner Holifield motioned to approve. Commissioner Haney seconded. Motion carried 3-0.

Considered approval of the June 4, 2025 minutes, Commissioner Haney motioned to approve. Commissioner Holifield
seconded. Motion carried 3-0.

Auditor Mike Rosenbaum read the Claims with Payroll ending 6/13/2025 - $1,499,837.94. Commissioner Holifield motioned to
approve payroll. Commissioner Haney seconded. Motion carried 3-0.

Auditor Mike Rosenbaum read the Operating Expense Claims - $5,945,359.21. Commissioner Haney motioned to approve the
operating claims then directed Executive Assistant and IT Director to work together to get the claims posted online without
Jury members’ names. Commissioner Holifield seconded. Motion caried 3-0.

Public Comment
None

Department Reports/Comments
None

Requests

None

Old Business
None

New Business

Considered Resolution approving La Porte County Stormwater Management Board action. Attorney Guy DiMartino, La Porte
County Stormwater Management Board passed Resolution 25-1 at their first meeting recommending Board of Commissioners
declaring certain MS4 Funds dormant and transferring remaining amounts to the Stormwater Operations Fund. Attorney DiMartino
read by Title Only ‘Resolution approving La Porte County Stormwater Management Board action to declare certain MS4
funds dormant and transferring remaining amounts to the Stormwater Operations Fund. Commissioner Holifield motioned
to approve the recommendation by Title Only. This will go to the County Council next. Commissioner Haney seconded.
Motion carried 3-0. Commissioner Haney motioned to approve the Resolution. Commissioner Holifield seconded. Motion
carried 3-0. ***Resolution 2025-6

Considered Ordinance approving MS4 Stormwater Development review fee schedule. Commissioner Holifield motioned to
approve by Title only. Commissioner Haney seconded. Motion carried 3-0. Attorney Guy DiMartino, La Porte County
Board of Commissioners Ordinance 2025-2 approving MS4 Stormwater Development review fee schedule. ***First Reading
Second Reading and Public Hearing on this Ordinance will be at the next Commissioners’ meeting July 2, 2025 at 10:00 a.m.
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Considered Permission Request to proceed with eminent domain for Lincoln Trail, Parcel 1 (One) and Parcel 5 (Five). Attorney
Guy DiMartino, this is part of the ‘Rails to Trails’ in Westville, New Durham Township. Negotiations have broken down with the
owner of Parcel One and the owner of Parcel Five. CSX is Parcel One with two separate pieces, typically with CSX once the
appraisers are appointed by the Court, the appraisers come back with a number the matter is usually resolved and the parcel owner
accepts the amount. Right now, they are trying to negotiate upwards of $70,000 and that’s not the company’s hired appraisers’ dollar
amount. The other one, Parcel Five, we've been dealing with this land owner for a long, long time, back and forth, and the appraisers
came in with a reasonable amount just under $50,000 and the land owner is asking for things we cannot provide him in order to make
this work so we have exhausted negotiations, the landowner is represented by a lawyer who sent an email to me saying his client will
not accept all the options that we have given to him to date. Commissioner Holifield motioned to proceed against both parcels.
Commissioner Haney seconded. Thanked Attorney Guy DiMartino for his diligence trying to resolve this matter but unfortunately,
we’ve come to an impasse. Commissioner Holifield, from what I understand, Parcel Five’s offer is more than what the land owner
paid for it. Bad business move but that’s up to the land owner. Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner Haney motioned to adjourn at 6:08 p.m. Commissioner Holifield seconded. Motion carried 3-0.

EXAMINED AND APPROVED BY THE
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE
COUNTY OF LA FORTE, INDIANA
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